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370 OF THE COMMANDMENTS,

on the one hand, and fo many formal Pioteftants on the other;,

that we may concUide the major part of the world goes to heL
1. The fcripture compares the wicked to briers, Ifa. x. 17.

There are but few lilies in your fields, but in every hedge thorns

and briers. 2. To ' the mire in the llreets,' Ifa. x. 6. Few
jewels or precious ftones in the ftreet, but you cannot go a Hep
but you meet with mire. The wicked are as common as the

dirt in the ftreet : look into the generality of people, how many
drunkards for one that is Ibber ? how many adulterers for one
that is chafte? how many hypocrites for one that is fincere ?

The devil hath the harveft, and God only a few gleanings. Oil
then^ fuch as are delivered from the houfe of bondage, hell,

have infinite caule to admire and blefs God. How fhould the

velfels of mercy run over with thankfulnefs ? when moft are

carried prifoners to hell, they are delivered from wrath to come.
Qu. Mow fhall I hiow I am delivered from hell?

Anf. 1. Thofe whom Chrift laves from hell, he faves from
iin, Matth. i. 21. ' He (hall fave his people from their fins.*

Hath God delivered you from the power of corruption, from
pride, malice, luft ? if he hath delivered you from the hell of

fm, then he hath delivered you from the hell of torment.

. 2. If you have got an interell in Chrift, prizing, confiding,

loving him, then you are delivered from hell and damnation^
Rom. viii. 1. ' No condemnation to them that are in Chrift

Jefus.' If you are in Chrill, then he hath put the garment of

his righteoufnefs over you, and hell-fire can never finge this gar-

ment. Pliny obferves, nothing will fo foon quench fire as falfe

and blood : the fait tears of repentance and the blood of Chrift

will quench the fire of hell, that it fhall never kindle upon you..

OF THE COMMANDMENTS.

ExoD. XX. 3. Thoujhalt have no other gods before- mCf ^e:^..

Before I come to the commandment, I fhall premife
fome things about the moral law : viz. anfwer queftions, and
lay down rules.

Qu. 1. What is the difference between the moral law and the

gvjpel f

AriJ'. I. The law requires that we worfiiip God as our Crea-»

tor; the gofpel requires that we worlhip God in and through
Chrift. God in Chrift is propitious: out of Chrift we may
fee God's power, juftice, holinels ; in Chrift we lee his mercy
difplayed.

2. The moral law requires obedience, but gives no ftrength
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'Kas Pharaoh required brick, but gave no draw) but the gofpel

gives Itrength ; the gofpel beftovvs faitli upon theele6l, the gol-

pel fvveetens the law, it makes us ferve God with delight.

Qu. 2. Of what life then is the moral laic to us?

Anf. The law is a glai's to Thew us our fins, that fo, feeing

our pollution and mifery, we may be forced to flee to Chriil to

fatisty for former guilt, and fave from future wrath. Gal. ii. 24.
* The law was our tchoolmafter to bring us to Chrift.

Qu. 3. But is the moral law Jiillinforce to believers? is it not

aboli/Iied to them f

Anf. In KQVCiQ. fenfe it is aboliflied to believers. 1. In refpe6b

ofjuftification ; they are not jurtified by their obedience to the
moral law. Believers are to make great ule of the moral law
(as I (hall fhew) but they muft truft only to ChriiVs righteoul^

.nets for jullification ; as Noah's dove made ufe of her wings to

fly, but truiled to the ark for ikfety. If the moral law could juf-

tify, what need were there of Chrift's dying ? 2. The moral law
is abolifhed to believers, in refpedl of the malediction of it :

they are freed from the curie and damnatory power of it, Gal.
iii. 13. ' Chrift hath redeemed us from the curie of the law,
being made a curie for us.'

Qu. 4. How was Chriji made a curfefor us

?

Anf, Chrill may be conlidered, 1. As the Son of God, and
fo he was not made a curfe. 2. As our pledge and furety,

Heb. vii. 22. and fo he was made a curfe for us : this curfe was
not upon his Godhead, but upon his manhood. Thiscurle was
the wrath of God lying upon him ; and thus Chrift hath taken
away from believers the curfe of the law, by being made a curie

for them. But tho' the moral law is thus far aboliftied, yet it

remains as a perpetual rule to believers : though the moral law
be not their Saviour, yet it is their guide : though it be not
fosdus, a covenant of life ; yet it is norma, a rule of living : every

Chrifiian is bound to conform to the moral law ; and write, as

exa6lly as he can, after this copy, Rom. iii. 31. ' Do we then
make void the law through faith, God forbid.' Though a
Chriftian is not under the condemning power of the law, yet he
is under the commanding power; to love God, to reverence

and obey him, this is a law always binds, and will bind in hea-
ven. This 1 urge againft the Antinoniians, who fay, the moral
law is abrogated to believers ; which, as it oc>ntradiets fcripture,

fo it is a key to open the door to all licentioufnefs. They who
•will not have the law to rule them, fliall never have the gofpel

to fave them. Having anfwered thele queftions, I fliall in the

next place, lay down Ibme general rules for the right under-

^landing ot the Decalogue, or Ten commandments : thefe rules

may ferve to give us fome light into the fenfe and meaning of

the commandments.
3 A2
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Rule I. The commands and prohibitions of the moral law
rf*arh the heart.

1. The commands of the moral law reach the heart: tiie

commandments requiie not only outward actions but inward
affections; they require not only the outward a6l of obedience,

but the inward atie(!>tion of love, Deut. vi. 5. * Thou fhalt love

the Lord thy God, with all thy heart.*

2. The threats and prohibitions of the moral law reach the

heart ; the law of God forbids not only the a6t of fin, but the

defire and inclination ; not only doth it forbid adultery, but lufl*

ing, Matth. v. <^8. Not only Healing, but coveting, Rom.vii. 7.

Lex hiimana ligat manum, lex djvAna comprimet animam : man's
law binds only the hands, God's law binds the heart.

Bule 2. In the commandments there is ^Jynechdoclie, more
is intended than isfpoken. 1. Where any duty is commanded,
there the contrary fin is forbidden, ^c. When we are com-
manded to keep the fabbath-day holy, there we are forbidden

to break the fabbath : when we are cominanded to live in a call-

ing, • Six days flialt thou labour,' there we are forbidden to

live idly, and out of a calling. 2. Where any fin is forbidden,

there the contrary duty is commanded : when we are forbidden

to take God's name in vain, the contrary duty is commanded,
that we fhould reverence his name, Deut. xxviii. 58. * That
thou mayeil fear this glorious and fearful name. The Lord thy
God.* Where we are forbidden to wrong our neighbour, there

is the contrary duty included, that we fhould do him all the

g^ood we can, by vindicating his name, and i'upplying his wants.

Rule 3. Where any fin is forbidden in the commandment,
there the occafion of it is alio forbidden. Where murder is

forbidden, there envy and ralh anger are forbidden, which may
occafion it. Where adultery is forbidden in the commandment,
there is forbidden all that may lead to it, as wanton glances of
the eye, or coming into the company of an harlot, Prov. v. 8.
* Come not nigh the door of her houfe :' he who would be free

from tlie plague, mull; not come near the infe6ted houfe. Under
the law the Nazarite was forbidden to drink wine ; nor might
he eat grapes of which the wine was made.

Rule 4. In relatofubhttelligitur correkttam. Where one rela-

tion is named in the commandment, there another relation is

included. Wfiere the child is named, there the father is in-

cluded : where there is the duty of children to parents mention-
ed, there is included alfo the duty of parents and children :

where the child is commanded to honour the parent, there is

implied that the parent is alfo commanded to inllru6l, to love>

to provide for the child.

Rule 5. Where greater fins are forbidden, there leffer fins

are ailb forbidden. Though no fin in its own nature is little.
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yet comparatively one may be lefs than another: where idola-

try is forbidden, there is forbidden luperllirion, of bringing any
innovation into God's vvorfhip, which he haih not appointed.

As the ions of Aaron were forbidden to worihip an idol, (b to

facritice to God with llrange fire. Lev. x. 1. Mixture in facred

things, is hiie a dafli in the wine, which though it gives it a
colour, yet doth but debafe and adulterate it. It is highly pro-

voking to God, to bring any fuperftitious ceremony inio his wor-

ship, which he hath not prefcribed ; it is to tax God's wildom,
as if he Were not wile enough to appoint the manner how he
will be ferved.

Rule (j. The law of God is copulative ; Lex eft copulativa:

the lirll and fecond tables are knit together ; piety to God, and
equity to our neighbour : thefe two tables, which God hatii

joined together, mull not be put afunder. Try a moral man
by the duties of the firft table, piety to God, and there you will

find him negligent ; try an hypocrite by the dutiesof the fecond

table, equity to his neighbour, and there you will (ind him tardy.

He who is llrift in the fecond table, but neglects thetiill, or iie

who is zealous in the fnii: taWe, but negle6ls the lecond, his

heart is not right with God. The Pharilees were the higheft

pretenders to the tirft table, zeal and holinefs : but Chrill de-

ledls their hypocrify, Matth. xxiii. 23. ' Ye have omitted

judgment, mercy and faith.' They were bad in the fecond

table; they omitted judgment, that was, being juft in their

dealing ; mercy, in relieving ihe poor ; and faith, that is faith-

fulnefs in thtir promifes and contrails with men. God wrote
both the tables, and our obedience mull fet a feal to both.

Rule 7. God's law forbids not only the acting of fin in our
own perlbns, but being acceflbry to, or having any hand in tlie

fins of others.

Qu. How and in wJiatfenfe may we hefaid to parlake ofy and
have an hand in thejlns of others ^

Anf. 1. By decreeing unrighteous decrees, and impofing on
others that which is unlawful. Jeroboam made the people of
Ifrael to fin : he was accelibry to their idolatry, by fetting up
golden calves : fo David, though he did not in his own perlbn
kill Uriah, yet becaule he wrote a letter to Joab, to fet Uriah
on the fore-front of the battle, and it was done by his command,
therefore he v^'as acceffory to Uriah's death, and the murder of

him was laid to David's charge by the prophet, 2 Sam. xii. y.
• Thou hall killed Uriah the Hitiite with the fword.'

2. We become acceflbry to the fins of others by not hinder-

ing them wheii it is iti our power, Qui non prohibit cum poteji,

Jubet. If a mafler of a family fee his fervant break the fal)bathj

or hear him fwear, and let liim alone, doth not ufe the power
be hath to fupprels him, he becomes acceflory to his lin. JEli,
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fornot puriifhing his i'ous when they made the offeHng of the
Lord to be al)horred, made himfelf guilty, 1 Sam. iii. 14. He
that lutfers an offender to pals unpunilhed, makes himfelf aa
oiFender.

3. By counfelling, abetting, or provoking others to fin.

Ahithophel made himfelf guilty of the fa6l, by giving counfel to

Ablalom to go in and defile his father's concubines, 2 Sam. xvi.

91. He who (hall tempt or folicit another to be drunk though
himfelf be fober, yet being the ocrnfion of another's fin, he is

acceirory to it, Hab. ii. 15. ' Wo unto him that giveth his

neighbour drink, that putteft thy bottle to him.'

4. By confenting to another's fin ; Saul did not cafl one ftone

at Stephen, yet the fcripture iaith, * Saul was confenting to his

death,' Ads viii. i. Thus he had a hand in it. If feveral did
combine to murder a man, and they lliould tell another of their

intent, and he ihould give his content to it, he were guilty :

though his hand were not in the murder, yet his heart was in it

:

though he did not a6t it, yet he did app.'-ove it, fo it became
fcisfin.

3. By example, vivitur exemplis. Examples are powerful
and cogent ; letting a bad example occalions another to fin ;

and fo a perfon becomes accelfory. If the father fwears, and
the diild by his example, learn to fwear, the father is acceflbry

to the child's fin ; .he taught him by his example. As there
are diieafes hereditary, fo there are fins.

Ride 8. The laft rule about the commandments, is this,

that though we cannot, by our own llrength, fulfil all thefe

commandments, yet doing, quoad pojfe, what we are able, the

Lord hath provided encouragement for us. There is a threefold

encouragement.
1. That though we have not ability to obey any one com-

mand, yet God hath, in the new covenant, promifed to work
that in us, which he requires, Ezek. xxxvi. 97. 'I will caufe

you to walk in my llatutes.' Ood commands us to love him:
alas, how weak is our love! it is like the herb that is not only
J.*-! the firft degree; but God hath promifed to circumcife our
hearts, that we ihall love him, Deut. xxx. 6. He that doth
<fK)nmiand us, will enable us. God commands us to turn from
fin, but alas ! we have not power to turn ; therefore God hath
promifed to turn us, to put his Spirit within us, and turn the

heart of ftone into flefli, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. There is nothing
in the command, but the fame is in the promife. Therefore,

Chriftian, be not dilcouraged tho' thou halt no ftrength of thy
own, yet God will give thee this ftrength. The iron hath no
power to move, but when the loadftone draws it, it can move,
l-i'd. xxvi. 12. ' Thou haft wrought all our works in us.'

2. Though we cannot exadly fulfil the moral law, yet God
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will, for Chrifl's fake, mitigate the rigour of the law, and accept

of fomething lefs than he requires. God in the law requires

exa6l obedience, yet he will accept of fincere obedience : he

will abate fomething of the degree, if there be truth in the in-

ward parts; God will fee the faith, and pafs by the failing

;

the gofpel remits fmnething of the feverity of tire moral law.

3. Wherein our perfonal ol)edience comes ihort, God will be

pleafed to accept us in our I'urety, Eph. i. d. ' He hath ac-

cepted us in his beloved.' Though our obedience be imperfect,

yet, through Chrift our furety, God looks upon it as perft<5t.

And that very fervice which God's law might condemn, God's

mercy is pleafed to crown, by virtue of the blood of our Media-
tor. Having given you theie rules about the commandments,
I ihall come next to the direct handling of them^

O? THE FIRST COMMANDMENT.

ExOD. XX. 3, Thou Jlialt have no other gods before me.

Qu. XLV. WHY doth the commandment rmi in thefe-

cond perJ'o7i/inguhir, Thou? why doth not God Jay , Yon jliall

have no other gods, bitty. Thou ?

Anj\ Becaufe the commandment concerns every one, and
God would have you take it as fpoken to you by name.
1*hough we are forward to take privileges to ourfelves, yet we
are apt to fhift off duty from ourfelves to others : therefore the

commandment runs in the fecond perfon. Thou and Thou, that

every one may know that the commandment is ipoken to him,

as it were, by name. And lb I come tO' the commandment,
* Thou flialt have i>o other gods before me:' this command-
ment may well lead the van, and be fet in the front of all the

commandments, becaufe it is the foundation of all true rehgion.

The fijm of this commandment is, that we fhould fanjStify God
in our hearts, and give him a precedency above all created be-

ings. There are two branches of this conimandment : 1. That
we mud have one God. Q. That we mufi: have but one. Or
thus, (1.) That we muft have God for our God. (*^.) That we
muft have no other. 1. That we mud have God for our God :

it is manifeft that we muft have a God, and ' who is God fave

the Lord ?' 2 Sam. xxii. S^. The Lord Jehovah (one God in

three perfons) is the true, livii^, eternal God ; and him muft
we have for our God.
Qu. 1. What, is it to make God to be a God to lis?

Anf. 1. Tamake God to be a God to us, is to acknowledge
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him for a God : the gods of the heathens are idols, Pfal. xcvK
6. and we * know that an idol is nothing,' I Cor. viii. 4. that

is, it hath nothing of deity in it : if we cry, //e//?, O Idol, an idol

cannot help; the idols were themfelves carried into captivity,

ITi. xlvi. 2. fo that an idol is nothing ; vanity is al'cribed to it,

Jer. xiv. 22. we do not acknowiedge it to be a God. But this

is to make God to be a God to us, when we do, ex animo, ac-

knowledge him to be God, I Kings xviii. 39. All 'the peo-

ple fell on their faces, and faid, * The Lord he is the God ! the

Lord he is the God !' Yea, we acknowledge God to be the only

God, 2 Kings xix. 15. ' O Lord God of Ifrael which dwelled;

between the Cherubims, thou art the God, even thou a-

lone.* Deity is a jewel that belongs only to his crown. Yet
further, we acknowledge that there is no God like him, 1 Kings
viii. 22, 23. ' And Solomon ftood before the altar of the Lord ;

and he Hiid, Lord God of Ifrael, there is no god like thee.'

Pfdl. Ixxxix. 6. ' For who in the heaven can be compared unto
the Lord? who among the fons of the mighty can be likened

unto the Lord.' In the Chaldeeit is, Who among the angels;

None can do as God : he brought the world out of nothing?
* And hangefh the earth upon nothing,' Job xxvi. 7. This is

to make God to be a God to us, when we are perfuaded in our
liearts, and confefs with our tongues, and fubfcribe with our
liand, that God is the only true God, and that there is none
co(nparabIe to him.

2. To make God to be a God to us, is to choofe him, Jofli.

xxiv. 15. ' Choofe ye this day whom you will ferve ; but as

ibr me and my houfe we will ferve the Lord :' that is, we will

choofe the Lord to be our God. It is one thing for the judg-
ment to approve of God, and another for the will to choofe him.

Religion is not a matter of chance, but choice.

Qu. What is antecedent to, or goes before this choice?

Anf, \. Before this choofing God lor our God, there mufl
be knowledge : we niuft know God, before we can choofe him ;

before one chufe the pertain he will marry, he muft firil have
fbme knowledge and cognizance of the perfon : lb we ir.uft

know God, before we can choole him for our God, 2 Chron.
xxviii. 9. ' Know thou the God of thy father.' We mufi;

know God in his attributes, glorious in holinefs, rich in mercy,
faithful in promifes. We muft know God in his fon ; as in a

glals a face is reprefented, fo in Chrill, as in a tranfparent glafs,

we fee God's beauty and love (Tiine forth. This knowledge

mult go before our choofing of God. La6tantius faid, all the

learning of the philofophers was without a head, becaufe it

wanted the knov^ledge of God. 2. Wherein our choofing of

God confifts : it is an'a6l of mature deliberation; a Chrillian

having viewed the fuiperlative excellencies in God, and being
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ftricken into an holy admiration of his perfections, he Angles

out God from all other objeds to fet his heart upon : he faith

as Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 21. ' »The Lord fhall be my God.' 3.

The effe<^ ot choofing God : the foul thatchoofeth God, devotes

himfeh to God, Pfal. cxix. 38. * Thy fervant, who is devoted

to thy fear.' As the velfels of the fan6luary were conferrated

and fet apart from common to holy ufes ; lb the foul who hath

chofen God to be his God, hath dedicated and fet himfelf apart

for God, and will be no more for profane ufes.

3. To make God to be a God to us, is to enter into folemn

Covenant with him, that he fliall be our God : after choice fol-

lows the marriage-covenant. As God makes a covenant with

us, Ifa. liii. 3. ' I will make an everlafling covenant with you,

even the fure mercies of David :' fo we make a covenant with

him, 2 Chron. xv. 12. * They entered into covenant to feek

the Lord God of their fathers.' And Ifa. xliv. 5. * One (hall

fay, I am the Lord's : and another (hall fubfcribe with his hand
unto the Lord ;' like foldiers, that fubfcribe their names in the

mufler roll. This covenant, ' That God (hall be our God,' we
have often renewed in the Lord's fupper : and it is like a feal

to a bond, to bind us fad to God, and to keep us that we do not

depart from him.

4. To make God to be a God to us, is to give him adora-

tion ; which coufills, 1. In reverencing of him, Pf. Ixxxix. 7-

* God is to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.*

The Seraphims, who Hood about God's throne covered their

faces, Ifa. vi. And Elijah wrapt himfelf in a mantle, when
the Lord paflfed by, in token of reverence. This reverence

Ihews the,high efteem we have of God's facred Majefty. 2.

Adoration is in bowing to him, or worfhipping him, Pf. xxix.

2. * Worlhipthe Lord in-the beauty of hoi inefs.' Neh. viii. 6,
• They bowed their heads, and worlhipped the Lord with their

faces to the ground.' Divine worlhip is the peculiar honour
belonging to the Godhead : this God is jealous of, and will

have no creature fhare in, Ifa. xlii. 8. * My glory will I not

give to another.' Magiftrates may have a civil refpe6t or ve-

neration, God only a religious adoration.

5. To make God to be a God to us, is to fear him, De«t.
xxviii. 58. * That thou mayft fear this glorious and fearful name.
The Lord thy God.* This fearing of God is, (1.) To have God
always in our eye, Pf. xvi. 8. * I have fet the Lord always be-

fore me.' And Pf. xxv. 15. * Mine eyes are ever towards the

Lord.' He who fears God, imagines, that whatever he is ao-

ing, God looks on, and, as a judge, weighs all his actions.

(2.) To fear God, is, when we have fuch an holy awe of God
upon our hearts, that we dare not fin, Pf. iv. 4. * Stand in

-Awe and fin not.' The wicked fin and fear not j the godly fear
" Vol. I. No. 8. 3 B
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and fin not. Gen. xxxix. p. * How ihali I do this great wick-
ednefs, and fin ac^ainft God ?' bid me fin, bid me drink poifon.

It is a faying of'Anfelm, " If hell were on one fide, and fin on
the other, I would rather leap into hell, than willingly fin

againfi: my God." 1. This glorious and fearful name : he who
fears God will not fin, though it be never lb fecret. Lev. xix.

t4. * Thou fhalt not curfe the deaf, nor put a ftumbling- block

before the blind, but fhalt fear thy God.* Suppofe you fhould

curie a deaf man, he cannot hear you curfe him : or if you lay

a block in a blind man's way, and make him fall, he cannot fee

you lay it : ay, but the fear of God will make you forfkke thefe

fins which can neither be heard nor fee n by men. 2. Where
the fear of God is, it deftroyes the fear of man : the three chil-

dren feared God, therefore they feared not the king's wrath,

Dan. iii. 1(5. The greater noife drowns the left ; the noife of

thunder drowns the noife of a river? fo when the fear of God is

fuperinteVident in the foul, it drowns all other carnal fear. This
is to make God to be a God to us, when we have an holy filial

fear of him; That thou mayeji fear.

6. To make God to be a God to us, is to trull in him, Pfal.

cxli. 8. • Mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord : in thee

will I truft.' 2 Sam. xxii. 3. * The God of my rock, in him
will I truft.' There is nothing we can trull in but God ; all the

creatures are a refuge of lies; they are like the Egyptian reed^

too weak to fupport us, but ftrong enough to wound us. Om-
nis motus fit j'uper immohili. God only is a fufticient foundation

to build our truft upon ; and then when we truft, we make him
a God to us, elfe we make him an idol, if we do not trull in

him. Trufting in God, is when we rely on his power as a Cre-

ator, and on his love as a Father. Trufting in God, is, when
we commit our chief treafure to him : our foul is our chief trea-

fure, we commit our foul to him, Pf. xxxi. 5. ' Into thy hands

I commit my Ipirit.' As the orphan truils his efi:ate with his

guardian, fo we truft our fouls with God : this is to make him
a God to us.

Q. I. Hoio [hall loe know that we truft in God aright ?

Anf. If we trull in God aright, then we will truft in God at

one time as well as another, Pf. Ixii. 8. * Truft in him at all

times.' Can we truft God, I. In our ftraits ? when the fig-tree

doth not flourifh, when our earthly crutches are broken, can we
now lean upon God's promife ? when the pipes are cut oft' that

ufed to bring us comfort, can we live upon God, in whom are

all* our frefli fprings ? when we have no bread to eat but the

bread of carefulnefs, Ezek. xix. 8. when we have no water to

drink unlefs tears, Pf. Ixxx. 5. * Thou gaveft them tears to

drink in great meafure ;' Can we now truft in God's provi-

dence, to make fupply for us; A good Chriftian believes, that
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if God feed the ravens, he will feed his children : he lives upon
God's all-fufFiciency, not only for grace, but food ; hebelives if

God will give him heaven, he will give daily bread : he trufls

God's bond, Pful. xxxvii. 3. * Verily thoufhaltbe fed.' 2. Can
we trull God in our fears ? fear is the age of the foul. When
adverf'aries begin to grow high, can we now dilplay the banner
of faith ? Pfal. Ivi. 3. * What time I am afraid, 1 will trOft in

thee.' Faith cures the trembling at the heart : faith gets

above fear, as the oil fwims above the water. This is to trull

in God, and it is to make him to be a God to us.

7. To make God to be a God to us, is to love him ; in the

godly, fear and love kifs each other.

S. To make him a God to us, is to obey him : but I forbear

to fpeak of thefe, becaufe I fhall be large upon them in the le-

eond commandment :
* Shewing mercy unto thoulands of them

that love me and keep my commandments.'
Q. Why muft we cleave to the Lord as our God?
Anf. 1 From the equity of it: it is but equal we fliould

cleave to him as our God, from whom we receive our being ;

who can have a better right to us than he that gives us our
breatli? Pf. c. 3. ' For it is he that made us, and not we our-

felves.' It is unequal, yea ungrateful, to give away our love

or worfliip to any but God.
9. From the utility. If we cleave to the Lord as our God ;

then (I.) He will blefsus, Pf. Ixvii. 6. * God, even our own God,
will blefs us.' He will blefs us, 1. In our eftate. Dent, xxvili.

4, 5. ' Blelfed (hall be the fruit of thy ground : bleffed Ihall

be thy b^fket and thy llore ;* we fhall not only have our lack

full of corn, but it (hall be bleffed ; here is money in the mouth
of the fack. (2.) He will blefs us with peace, Pf. xxix. II.

The Lord will blefs his people with peace :' outward peace,

which is the nurfe of plenty, Pf. cxlvii. 14. ' He'maketh
peace in thy borders ; inward peace, a fmiling confcience ;

this is fvveeter than the dropping honey. (3.) God will turn all\

evils to our good, Rom. viii. 'iS. He will make a treacle of poi-

fon. Jofeph's imprifonment was a means for his advance-
ment. Gen. I. 20. Out of the bitterelt drug, God will dillil his

glory and our falvation. In (hort God will be our guide to

death, our comfort in death, our reward after death. So then
the utility of it may make us cleave to the Lord as our God,
Pf. cxliv. 15. * Happy is that people who have the Lord for

their God.'
1. From the neceffity, 1/?, If God be not our God, he will

curfe our bleffings; Mai. ii. 2. and God's curie blalls wherever
it comes, ^dlg. If God be not our God, we have none to help

us in inifery : will God help his enemies ? will he alfilt them
wUo difclaim him ? 3c//y, If we do not make God to be our

3 B2
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God, he will make himfelf to be our judge; and if he co**
deinns, there is no appealing to a hii>her court. So that, there

is a neceHity of having God for our God, unlefs we intend to be
eternally el'pouled to tnil'ery.

U/'e 1. It we muit have one God, and the Lord Jehovah for

our God, it condemns the Aiheifls who have no God, PI", xiv.

1. *• The fool hath laid in his heart, There is no God.' There
is no God he believes in, or worfhips : luch Atheifts were Di-

'

agoras and Theodorus. When Seneca had reproved Nero for

his impieties, I'aith Nero, • Doft thou think 1 believe there is

any God, when 1 do luch things ?' The duke of Silefia was fo

infatuated. That he affirmed, I^eque inferos neqiie Juperos ejfe ;

that there was neither God nor devil.
' We may fee God in the

works of his fingers. The creation is a great volume, in which
we may read a Godhead ; and he muft needs put out his own
eyes that denies a God. Arillotle, tho' an heathen, did not
only acknowledge God, when he cried out, *' Thou Being of
Beings, have mercy on me;" but he thought, he that did not
confels a Deity was not worthy to live. They who will not be-

lieve a God, Ihall feel him. Heb. x. 31. ' It is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God.'

Ufe 2. It condemns Chriftians, who profefs to own God for

their God, yet they do not live as if he were their God. (1.)

They do not believe in him as a God : when they look upon
their fins, they are apt to (ay can God pardon ? when they look
upon their wants, can God provide ? can he prepare a table in

the wildernefs ? (2.) They do not love him as a God : they do
not give him the cream of their love, but are apt to love other

things more than God ; they fay, they love God, but will part

with nothing for him. (3.) They do not worfliip him as a
God : they do not give him that reverence, nor pray with that

devotiorf, as if they were praying to a God. How dead are their

hearts? if not dead in fin, yet dead in duty : 'tis as if praying
to a god that hath eyes and fees not; eais and hears not : in

hearing the word, how much diltraction, what regardlefs hearts

have many ? they-are thinking of their (liop and drugs. Would
a king take it well at our hands, if, when he is fpeaking to us,

we Ihould be playing with a feather? when God is a ipeaking
to us in his word, and our hearts are taken up with thoughts
about the world, is not this playing with a feather ? O how
may tliis humble moll of us, we do not make God to be a God
to us ! We do not believe in him, love him, worlhip him as a
God. Many heathens have worffiipped their falfe gods witii

more ferioulnels and devotion, than R)me Chrillians do the true

God. O let us chide ourfelves ; did I fay chide ? let us abhor
ourfelves for our deadiiefs and formality in religion, how w'e

have profclkd God, yet we have not worlhipped him as God.
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So much for the firfl, * We muft have God for our God.' I

/hould come to the fecoiid, * Werauft have no other God.'

ExoD. XX. 3. Thoujhalt have no other gods before me.

1. That we muft have * no other god ;* * Thou fhalfc

have no other gods before me.'

Qu. What is meayit by this word. Before me ?

Anf. That is before my face ; in confpeclu meo, in my fight,

Deut. xxvii. 15. * Curl'ed be he that makes a graven image,
and puts it in a fecret place.' Some would not bow to the idol

that others might lee, but they would fecretly bow to it ; but
ihoutrh this was out of man's fight, it was not out of God's
fight ;

' Curfed therefore (faith God) be he that puts the image
in a fecret place.' * Thou fhalt have no other gods.' 1.

There is really no other God. 2. We muft have no other.

(I.) There is really no other God. The Valentinians held

there were two gods ; the Poiytheites that there were many ;

the Perfians worfhipped the fun ; the Egyptians the ox and
elephant; the Grecians Jupiter; but there is no other than

the true God, Deut. iv. 3i). * Know therefore, this day, and
confider it in thy heart, that the Lord is God in heaven above,

and upon the earth beneath ; there is no other.' For, 1. There
is but one Firji CaiifCy that hath its being of itfelf, and on which
all others beings depend ; as in the heavens the Primum Mobile
moves all the other orbs, fo God is the Great Mover, he gives

life and motion to every thing exiftent.

2. There is but one Oinnipotent power. If there be two Om-*
nipotents, then we muft always fuppofe a contcft between thefe

two; that which one would do, the other Power, being equal,

would oppofe ; and fo all things would be brought into a con-

fulioo. If a fliip (hould have too pilots of equal power, one
would be ever crolhng the other ; when one would fail, the

other would caft anchor ; here were a confufion, and the fliip

muft needs perifh. The order and harmony in the world, the

conllant and uniform government of all things, is a clear argu-

ment that there is but one Omnipotent, one God, that rules all,

Ifa. xliv. 6. • I am the Firfl, and I am the Lart, and befides

me there is no God.'

(2.) We miiji have no other God. * Thou fhalt have no other

gods before me;' this commandment forbids, (I.) Serving a
falfe god, and not the true, Jer. ii. 27. ' Saying to a ftock,

thou art my father ; and toaftone, thou haft brought me forth.*

Or, (2.) Joining a faUe god with a true, 2 Kings xviii. 33.
* They feared the Lordj and ferved their own gods ; both thefe
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are forbidden in the commandment ; we muft adhere to the true
God, and no other? God is a jealous God,' and he will endure
no corrival. A wife cannot lawfully have two hu(bands at once

;

nor may we have two gods, Exod. xxxiv. 14. * Thou (halt

worfhip no other God, for the Lord isa jealous God.' Pfal. xvi.

4. ' Their forrows (hall be multiplied that haden after another
god.' The Lord interprets it a ' Forfaking of him,' toefpoufe
any other god. Judges ii. 12. * They forfook the Lord, and
followed other gods.' God would not have his people fomuch
as make mention of idol-gods, Exod. xxiii. 13. ' Make no men-
tion of the names of other gods, neither let it be heard out of
thy mouth.' God looks upon it as a breaking of the marriage-
covenant, to go after other gods. Therefore, when Ifrael com-
mitted idolatry with the golden calf, God difclaims his intereft

in them, Exod. xxxii. 7- ' Thy people have corrupted them-
felves.' Before, God called Ifrael his people ; but when they
went after other gods, ' Now (faith the Lord to Mofes) they
are no more my people but thy people.' Hof. ii. 2. * Plead
%vith your mother, plead ; for (he is not my wife.* She doth
not keep faith with me ; flie hath ftained herfelf with idols,

therefore I will divorce her ;
' (he is not my wife.' To go after

other gods, is what God cannot bear ; it makes the fury rile up
in his face, Deut. xiii. 6, 8, 9. ' If thy brother, or thy fon, or
the wife of thy bofom, or thy friend, which is as thine own foul,

entice thee fecretly, faying, let us go and ferve other gods : thou
Ihdlt not content unto him, neither (hall thine eye pity him.'
But thou fhalt iurely kill him; thine hand fhall be firll upon
him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the
people.

Qu. But ichat is It to have other gods be^des the true God? I
fear, uponfearchy we have more idolaters among us than we are
aware of.

Anf. To truft in any thing more than God, is to make it a
god. 1. If we truft in our riches, then we make riches our god :

we may take comfort, not put confidence in them. It is a
fooli(h thing to trull in them. (I.) They are deceitful riches,

Matth. xiii. 2. and it is foolith to truft to that which will deceive
us. \ft. They have no folid confiftency, they are like land-
fkips or golden dreams, which leave the foul empty when it

awakes or comes to itfelf. 2c?/?/, They are not what they pro-
mile ; they promife to fatisfy our defires, and they increale

them ; they promife to ftay with us, and they take wings. (2.)

They are hurtful, Eccl. i. 13. ' Pi,iches kept for the owners
thereof to their hurt.' It is foolilh to truft to that which will

hurt one : who would take hold of the edge of a razor to help
him ? they are oft fuel for pride and luft, Ezek. xxviii. 5. Jer..

V. 7. So that it is folly to truft in our riches ; but foiue do.
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and fo make money their god, Prov. x. 15. * The rich man's
Wealth is his (Irong tower.' He makes the wedge of gold his

hope, Job xxxi. 24. God made man of the dull of the earth,

and man makes a god of the dull of the earth. Money is his

creator, redeemer, comforter : his creator ; if he had money,
now he thinks he is made : his redeemer; if he be in danger,

he truds to his money to redeem him : his comforter; if he be

fad, money is the golden harp to drive away the evil fpirit.

Thus, by trufting to money, we make it a god.

2. If we truft in the arm of flefh, we make it a god, Jer.

xvii. 5. * Curfed be the man that trufteth in man, and maketh
flelh his arm.' The Syrians trulled in their army, which was
fb numerous, that it filled the country, 1 Kings xx. 27. but this

arm of flefti withered , verfe 29. What we make our trufl, God
makes our (liame. The fheep run to the hedges for fhelter,

and they lofe their wool ; we have run to fecond caufes to help

us, and we have loll much of our golden fleece ; they have not

only been reeds to fail us, but thorns to prick us. We have

broken our parliament-crutches, by leaning too hard upon them.

3. If we truft in our wifdom, we make it a god. Jer. ix. 2c3.

* Let not the wife man glory in his wifdom.' Glorying is the

height of confidence. JNIany a man doth make an idol of .his wit

and parts ; he defiles himfelf, but how oft doth God take the

wife in their own craftinefs, Jobvi. 13. Ahithophel had a great

wit, his counfel was the oracle of God ; but his wit brought

him to the halter, 2 Sam. xvii. 23.

4. If we truft in our civiHty, we make it a god : many truft

to this, none can charge them with grofs fin. Civility is but na-

ture refined and cultivated; a man may be waftied, and not

changed ; his life maybe civil, yet there may be Conie reigning

fin in his heart: the Pharifee could fay, ' I am no adulterer,'

Luke xviii. 11. but he could not fay, * L am not proud,' To truft

to civility, is to truft to a fpider's web.
5. If we truft to our duties to fave us, we make them a god,

IPa. l-xiv. Q. * Our righteoufnefles are as filfby rags :' they are

tly-blown with fin. Put gold* ip the fire, and there comes out
much drofs ; our moft golden duties are mixed with infirmity :

we are apt either to neglect duty, or idolize it. Ufe duty, but
do not truft to it ; for then you make it a god. Truft not to

your praying and hearing thel'e are the means of falvation, but

they are notlaviours. If you make duties bladders to truft to,

you may fink to hell with thefe bladders.

Q. If we truft in our grace, we make a god of it. Grace is

but a creature ; if we truft to it, we make it an idol. Grace is

imperfe6l, we cannot truft to that to fave us which is imperfect,

Pfal. xxvi. I. 'T have walked in my integrity : I have trufted

alfo in tlie Lord.' David did walk in his integrity ; but did
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.

not truft in his iiitegrify ;
* I have trufted in the Lord.' If we

trnfl; in onr graces, we make a Chrifl; of them. They are goodi

graces but bad Chrills. To love any thing more than GckI, ia

lo make it a god.

Ift, If we love our eftate more than God, then we make it .\

god. The young man in the gofpel loved his gold better than
his Saviour ; the world lay nearer his heart than Chrift, Matth.
xix. 22. Fulgens hoc aunim pra'Jiringit oculos, Var. Hence it

is, the covetous man is called an idolater, Eph. v. 5. Why (b ?

Becaufe he loves his eftate more than God, and fo he makes it

his god : tho' he doth not bow down to an idol, yet he worfhips
the graven image in his coins ; he is an idolater. That which
hath moft of tlie heart, that we muke a god.

2<////, Ifwe love our pleafures more than God, we make a god
of plealure, £ Tim. iii. 4. * Lovers of pleal'ure more than lovers

of God.' Many let loofe the reins, and give themfelves up to

all manner of fenfual delights; they idolize pleafure. Job xxi.

12, 13. * They take tho timbrel, and the harp, and rejoice at

the Ibnnd of the organ. They I'pend their days in mirth.' I

have read of a place in Africa, where the people fpend all their

time in dancing, and making merry : and have not we many
\vho make a god of pleafure, who Ipend their time in going to

plays, and vifiting ftews, as if God had made them like the le-

viathan, to play in the water ? Pfal. civ. 26. In the country
of Sardinia there is an herb like balm, that if one eat too much
of it, he will die laughing ; inch an herb is pleafure ; if one feeds

immoderately on it, he will go laughing to h-ell. Such as make
a god of pleafure, let them read but two fcriptures, EccJ. vii.

4. ' The heart of fools is in the houfe of mirth.' And, Rev.
xviii. 7. ' How much Oie hath lived delicioufly, fo much tor-

ment give her.' Sugar laid in a damp place turns to water ; fo

all the fugared joys and pleafures of finners will turn to the
water of tears at laft.

3d/ij, If we love our belly more than God, we make a god of
it, Phil. iii. 19. ' Whofe god is their belly.' Clemens Alex-
andrinus writes of a fifh that had its heart in its belly : an em-
blem of epicures, their heart is in their belly ; they do Jacrijiewe
/an,. their belly is their god, and to this god th*y pour drink-of-

ferings. The Lord allows what is fitting for the recruit of na-
ture, Deut. xi, 15. • I will fend grafs, that thou mayeft eat and
be full.' But, to mind nothing but the indulging of the appe-
tite, is idolatry ;

* Whofe god is their belly.' What pity is it,

that the foul, that princely part, which fways the fceptre of

reafon, and is a kin to angels, fliould be enflaved to the brutifli

part.

4thh/y If we love a child more than God, we make a god of

it. jtlow a»any are guilty in this kind ! they think of their
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cfeildren, and delight more in them than in God ; they s^rieve

more for the lofs of their firil born, therefore the lofs of iheir

firft love. This is to make an idol of a child, and to fet it in

God's room. Thus God is oft provoked to take away our chil-

dren : if we love the jewel more than him that jjave it, God
will take away the jewel, that our love may return to him
again.

Uje 1. It reproves fuch as have other gods, and fo renounce
the true God. (1.) Such as let up idols, Jer. ii. 28. ' Accord-
ing to the ry.miber of thy cities are thy gods, O Ifrael.' Hof.
xii. H. ' Their altars are as heaps in the furrows of the field.*

(2.) Such as feek to familiar fpirits. This is a fin condemned
by the law of God, Deut. xviii. 11. * There fhall not be found
amongyou any that confult with familiar fpirits.' It is ordinary,

that if people have lofl any of their goods, they fend to wizards
an'd foothlayers, to know how they may come by their goods
again ; what is this but for people to make a god of the devil,

by confulting with him, and putting their truft in him ? what?
becaufe you have lofl your goods, will you lofe your fouls too ?

S Kings i. 6. So, is it not becaufe you think there is not a God
in heaven, that you afk counfel of the devil ? If any be guilty,

be humbled.
Uj'e 2. It founds a retreat in our ears. Let it call us off

from the idolizing any creature ; and renouncing other gods,

let us cleave to the true God and his fervice. If we go away
from God, we know not where to mend ourfelves.

1. It is honourable ferving of the true God ; Servire Deo eft

regnare. It is more honour to ferve God, than to have kings

ferve us. 2. Serving the true God is delightful, Ifa. Ivi. 7. * I

will make them joyful in my houfe of prayer.' God oftdifplays

the banner of his love in an ordinance, and pours in the oil of

gladnefs into the heart. All God's ways are pleafantnefs, his

paths are lirewed with rofes, Prov. iii. 17. 3. Serving the true

true God is beneficial : they have great gain here, the hidden
manna; inward peace, and a great reward to come : they that

ferve God fiiall have a kingdom when they die, Luke xii. 32.
and fliall wear a crown made of the flowers of paradife, 1 Pet.

V. 4. To ferve the true God is our true intereft. God hath
twifted his glory and our falvation together : he bids us believe

;

and why ? that we may be faved. Therefore, renouncing all

others, let us cleave to the true God.
2. You have covenanted to ferve the true Jehovah, renounc-

ing all others. When one hath entered into covenant with his

mafter, and the indentures are drawn and fealed, then he can-

not go back, but mull I'erve out his time. We have covenanted
in baptifm, to take the Lord for our God, renouncing all others ;

and renewed this covenant in the Lord's fupper, and fliali wa
Vol. I. No. 9. 3 G
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not keep our folemn vow and covenant ? we cannot go away
from God without the highed perjury, Heb. x. 38. • If any
man draw back,' as a foldier that fteals away from his colours,
• my foul (hull have no pleafure in him ; I will pour vials of

VI? rath oil him, and make mine arrows drunk with blood.'

3. None ever had eaufe to repent of cleaving to God and his

fervice : fome have repented that they have made a god of the
world. Cardinal WoHay faid, ' Had I lerved my God as

faithfully as I have ferved my king, he would never hc^ve left me
thus." None ever complained of ferving God, it was both their

comfort and crown on their death-bed.

OF THE SECOND COMMANDMENT.

ExoD^ XX. 4. ThoiuJJialt not make unto thee any graven
image, &c.

In the firft commandment is forbidden the worfhipping'
a falfe god; in this, \\iQ worfhipping the true God in a falfe

manner.
1. ' Thou (halt not make unto thee any graven image."

This forbids not the making an image for civil ufe. Mat. xxii.

20. ' Whofe is this image and fuperfcription ? They fay unto
him, It is Caefar's.* But the commandment forbids fetting up
an image for religious ufe or worfhip.

2. * Nor the likenefs of any thing,' &;c. All ideas, portrai-

tures, (hapes, images of od, whether by elhgies or pictures,

are here forbidden, Deut. iv. 15. * Take heed iell ye corrupt
yourfelves. and make the fimilitude of any figure.* God is to

be adored in the heart, not painted to the eye.

Si. ' Thou flialt not bow down to them.' The intent of mak-
ing images and pictures, is to worlhip them. No fooner was
Nebuchadnezzar's golden image fet up, but all the people fell

down and worfliipped it, Dan. iii. 7. Therefore God forbids

the proftraiting of ourfelves before an idol ; fo then, the thing
prohibited in this commandment is image-worfliip. To fet up
an image to reprelent God, is a debafing of the Deity, it is be-
low God. If one fhould make images of fnakes or fpiders, fay-

ing he did it to reprelent his prince, would not the prince take
this in high difdain ? what greater difparagement to God, than
to reprefent the infinite God by that which is finite : the living

God, by that which is without life, and the Maker of all, by a
thing which is made ?

I. To make a true image of God is impoflible. God is a
Ipiritual eli'ence, John iv. ^4. and,, being a Spirit, he is invifi-
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